
 

 

 

ACT Children and Young People Death Review Committee 

SUBMISSION 

To: Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) 

 

The ACT Children and Young People Death Review Committee (CYPDRC) fully supports the 

current investigation into quad bike safety and consideration of the merits of implementing a 

safety standard for quad bikes under the Australian Consumer Law. 

The CYPDRC is established under the Children and Young People Act 2008 to work towards 

reducing the number of deaths of ACT children and young people. To assist with this aim, we 

keep a register of all the deaths of ACT children and young people who die before they turn 

18. This information is used to learn more about why children and young people die in the 

ACT and to work towards reducing and preventing deaths of ACT children and young 

people.  

Detailed data on the extent of injuries to and death of children and young people attributed 

to the use of quad bikes in the ACT is limited and the small number of ACT quad bike 

fatalities recorded by Safe Work Australia do not reflect the number of deaths which occur in 

the ACT from interstate residents. 

As a member of the Australian and New Zealand Child Death and Prevention Group, the 

ACT is aware of the concerns raised by other jurisdictions about the number of deaths of 

children and young people due to quad bike accidents. In addition, we are aware that a 

number of recent interstate coronial inquires have recommended a ban on children aged 

under 16 riding quad bikes. We are concerned that many of the injuries and fatalities of 

children and young people attributed to quad bike accidents were preventable.  

The CYPDRC supports the need to regulate access to and use of quad bikes by children and 

young people. With the aim of reducing exposure and risk to children and young people due 

to quad bike use, the CYPDRC supports the recommendations provided by our colleagues, 

the Queensland Family and Child Commission and the Victorian Consultative Council on 

Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity. 

Sincerely 

 

Ms Margaret Carmody 

Chair 

ACT Children and Young People Death Review Committee 
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