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Button batteries: the invisible danger 
The recent report from Queensland Coroner, Mr John Hutton, on the dangers of button 
batteries has prompted the ACT Children and Young People Death Review Committee 
(CYPDRC, the committee) to remind parents and guardians to be vigilant around the home.  

Dr Penny Gregory, Chair of the CYPDRC has said that the ACT has never had a child die from 
swallowing a button battery but that doesn’t mean there haven’t been near misses. And the 
catastrophic injuries; difficult to identify symptoms from swallowing a button battery; and 
short time window before injury occurs mean that prevention is vital. 

“Many parents whose children have suffered in other jurisdictions were surprised that their 
child had access to the batteries. Often the source of the battery is never identified” Dr 
Gregory said. 

“In children’s toys, battery compartments must be secure under regulation but in other 
everyday household items, like kitchen scales and torches, button batteries are easily 
accessible. 

“The committee is working in partnership with Kidsafe to get the message out to the 
community – Button batteries are a risk to your child.  

“And if you think there’s a possibility your child might have swallowed a battery – call Poisons 
Information, go straight to a hospital Emergency Department and ask for an urgent xray. 

“The Committee is also urging health authorities to maintain a focus on educating health 
professionals in diagnosing potential battery ingestion.  

Kidsafe CEO and Deputy Chair of the committee, Mr Eric Chalmers, has said that there is an 
ongoing campaign to ensure that manufacturers, community members and the health 
system are more cognisant of the dangers that button batteries pose. 

“Kidsafe has long been aware of the dangers of button batteries and are seeking support 
across Australia to change manufacturing, collection and disposal and health system 
practices, he said. 

“The consequences from a swallowed button battery can be catastrophic with severe 
damage starting within two hours and can continue for some days after removal of the 
battery. 

“Kidsafe is a partner in the Battery Controlled initiative which is campaigning on the simple 
message of vigilance: Take Charge. Act Now. Keep out of reach. Get help. Spread the word.  

Further information is on the Battery Controlled website: http://thebatterycontrolled.com.au/. 
 

Dr Gregory is available for further comment on the contact details below. 

Committee members also available for interview: 
Mr Eric Chlamers, CEO Kidsafe & Deputy Chair, ACT CYPDRC, 0402 097 339  
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